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TO THE RIGHT HONOURARLE 


THOMAS LORD SYDNEY, 


ONE OF HIS MAJESTY'S PRINCIPAL SECRETARIES 


OF STATE, &c. 


My LoarD, 


YOUR Lordſhip's obliging accept- 
ance of this Attempt toward Police and 
Reform, can only be attributed to your 
particular Regard for Subjects ſo uſeful 
and beneficial; and to a Deſire of pro- 


a2 moting 


BAY 
moting the gracions and ſeaſonable 
intention of his Majeſty ; whoſe Pro- 
clamation commands, what his Ex- 
ample excites; and tends to enforce a 
Truth, acknowledged in all Ages; That 
the Happineſs of a People depends on 
the Practice of Piety and Virtue, and 
being reſtrained from Profligacy and 


Vice, 


Your Lordſhip's Department in the 
State being to countenance and en- 
courage the former, and obviate and 
avert the latter, an Addreſs for ſuch 
Purpoſes, could, with Propriety, be 
made only to your Lordſhip, in whom 
Station and Principle ſo happily unite, 
to obtain ſuch deſirable Ends. That 


your 


t 


your Exertions may be attended with 


the Succeſs I am ſure they will de- 


ſerve, is the very ardent With of, 


My Lord, 


Your Lordſhip's 


7 Moſt obedient, 


Humble Servant, 


WILLIAM MAN GODSCHALL. 


_ Weſton Houſe, 
Aug. 10, 1787, 
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IN a nation like this, where commerce 
and riches furniſh the means of luxury and 
indulgence to many, and beget a temptation 
to them in the minds of all ; a publication 
of this kind could ſcarcely ever have been 
unſeaſonable ; but becomes eſpecially neceſ- 
ſary, when his Majeſty's paternal regard to 
the welfare of his people has warned them, 
that an extraordinary exertion of the civil 
magiſtrate is at preſent neceſſary, to ſtop the 
progreſs of profaneneſs and immorality, too 
viſibly increaſing in many parts of this king- 
dom ; the cauſe of which ſeems not ſo much 
owing to a defect in the laws, as to a negli- 
gent execution of them. Inattention and 
diſhpation are too prevalent, 

| * The 
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The rich, and they that have an arm to check, 
« The licence of the loweſt in degree, 

& Deſert their office, and, from facile indolence, 

* To all the violence of lawleſs hands 

„ Refign the charge their preſence would protect.“ 
CowPER. 


The licentiouſneſs deſigned to be obviated 
by the Proclamation, hath its ſource in a 
want of attention to the conduct of the lower 
degree of the people, a want of diſcipline 
and employment for the adult, and of in- 
ſtruction for the infant poor; and, notwith- 
ſtanding the rates for their maintenance are 
ſo high as ſcarcely to be tolerable, yet how 
few of thoſe, who are beſt qualified, can be 
prevailed on to give their attention to thoſe 
objects, though ſo important! But expences 
will ever increaſe from negligence ; and pro— 
fligacy muſt be wreſtled with, and reſiſted ; 
it will not be wiſhed out of a country; action 
is as indiſpenſable to prevent ſtagnation and 
corruption in the moral, as in the natural 
world. Without a ſteady ſuperintendence, 
we muſt forego all reaſonable expectation of 
reformation and amendment. To obtain 


theſe 


EE 
theſe deſirable ends, by exciting energy and 


exertion, 1s the primary intention of the 
following papers, 


The General Plan muſt anſwer for itſelf. 
Having never been tried, its effe& cannot be 
aſcertained, The experiment, however, 


ſeems worth the making, 


The other papers may be ſpoken of with 
more confidence. They were drawn up 
and ſubmitted ro a general meeting of 
the Magiſtrates of Surrey, called on pur- 
poſe to conſider of means to prevent in 
future, ſuch frequent burglaries and rob- | 
beries as had then been committed, to | 
the great injury and terror of the inhabi- 
tants; copies of inſtructions to overſeers 
were diſtributed to the ſeveral benches, and 
explained by the reſpective juſtices; a repeti- 
tion of theſe means, and continuing privy 
ſearches, have ſecured the county from any 
ſuch like depredations from that time to the 
preſent. 
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The Inſtructions to Overſeers, from the 
1mportance of their office, both with regard 
to morals and œconomy, were thought neceſ- 
ſary to be very preciſe and ſpecific; eſpecially 
that part relating to apprenticing the pariſh 
children, which was eſteemed of the laſt 
1mportance, 


The Inſtructions to Conſtables, from the 
nature and importance of their office, were 
neceſſarily very full and explicit. 


The Monitions to Ale-houſe Keepers were 
found to be much wanted, and therefore 
every caution and prohibition were particu- 
larly mentioned, | 


Theſe Inſtructions were accompanied with 
ſuch explanations and exhortations from the 
bench, as it was thought would have their 
weight in promoting the diſcharge of their 
reſpective duties, 


Such meaſures having been found effica- 
cious 1n this county, there is great reaſon to 
hope 


1 


hope they may be ſo in others. They are 
equally practicable in ALL : and where the ef- 
forts of magiſtrates are ſtrengthened by royal 


example, as well as precept, it would be 
blameable to deſpair of ſucceſs. 


The Surveyor's Guide being a branch of 
police, though not of reform, was thought 


neceſſary to be added, as being of conſtant 
uſe. 
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INSTRUCTIONS 
TO 


OVERSEERS or THE POOR. 


YOU are ſummoned to this Bench, to re- 
ceive proper information concerning the na- 
ture of your office, and the moſt effectual 
means ot performing it with credit to your- 
ſelves, and advantage to your ſeveral pariſhes, 

The making proper proviſions for the poor, 
has been among the moſt important objects 
of the legiſlature in this country for near 
three centuries; and it 1s remarkable that the 
firſt bill recorded in the Journals of the houſe 
of Commons, 1s a bill in 1546, for bringing 
up of poor men's children. 

The act appointing overſeers of the poor, 
was paſſed by a wiſe queen, counſelled by a 
great miniſter, and was drawn by one of the 
ableſt lawyers this, or any other country, 
ever produced. When you conſider the deli- 
berate wiſdom which formed this act, and 
that the experience of near two hundred 
years has borne ſufficient teſtimony to its 
uſefulneſs, you will not, it is hoped, need 
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much exhortation to exert your beſt endea- 
vours to carry it into immediate and benefi- 
cial execution. 

Your office (inſtituted by this act) if rightly 
underſtood, is creditable and important : you 
have not only the purſe of the pariſh in a de- 
gree at your diſpoſal, but the morals and con- 
duct of the poor; eſpecially the younger part 
of them are, in a great meaſure, under your 
reſponſible management: to direct this aright, 
ſhall be the ſubject of our firſt inſtruction; 


not only as being a matter of great influence 


in parochial oeconomy, but, what is of infi- 
nitely more importance, of the laſt conſe- 
quence in the civil government of the whole 
kingdom. As a proper and perſevering at- 
tention to bringing up the infant poor, ſo as 
to infuſe into their tender minds early habits 
of induſtry, good behaviour, and religious 
conduct, would have a very ſenſible effect 
upon the morals. of the riſing generation in 
that rank of life: we might with reaſon 
expect to ſee the horrid number of crimes 
and executions conſiderably diminiſhed, if the 
overſeers of the poor would conſcientiouſly 
diſcharge their duty in this ſingle inſtance ; 

and 
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and being convinced the only means likely 
to attain ſo deſirable an end, as well as to 
conſiderably diminiſh the poors rates in every 
pariſh, is apprenticing poor children whoſe 
parents cannot bring them up properly, we 
ſhall now proceed to give you very ſpecial 
direCtions as to this particular, 


Concerning apprenticing poor Children. 


The children of all perſons chargeable to 
a pariſh, or children who are themſelves 
chargeable, are compellable to be bound ap- 
prentice, to learn huſbandry, houſewifery, or 
ſuch trades or manufactures as they are moſt 
fit for, boys till twenty-one years old, and 
girls till the ſame age, or day of marriage. 

The majority of the church-wardens and 
overſeers may, with conſent of two juſtices, 
apprentice ſuch children for the term above 
mentioned, which if from peculiar circum- 
ſtances it ſhould after be found expedient to 
ſhorten, the two juſtices, pariſh, and parties 


agreeing, may cancel the indentures, previous 
to the end of the term. 
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This meaſure was in the laſt century 
holden to be one of the beſt methods of pro- 
viding for the infant poor; a very able law- 


yer and magiſtrate calls it a ſpecial work and 


ſeminary of mercy ; but then it is ſuppoſed 
to be put in practice with a degree of hu- 


mane and ſound diſcretion: very young or 


very weakly children ſhould be the laſt 
choſen, and molt cautiouſly placed; regard 
ſhould alſo be had to thoſe parents who ate 
particularly attentive to bring up their chil- 
dren in habits of virtuous induſtry ; ſuch 
may be truſted with them longer, but they 
can ſcarcely be taken too ſoon from the idle 
and diſſolute. The law permits children to be 
taken from their parents after ſeven years of 
age; but in practice, from nine to ten will 
probably be the common age of binding; 
after ten, it ſhould be a reproach to a pariſh 
to have any of their poor infants unappren- 


If parents refuſe to ſuffer their children to 
be ſo apprenticed, they ſhall themſelves be 
bound over by the juſtices to the aſſizes or 
ſeſſions. 


If 
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If children refuſe to be ſo bound, the juſ- 
tices may commit them to the houſe of cor- 
rection until they comply. 

All renters of more than ten pounds a year, 
and indeed all perſons keeping ſervants, are 
compellable to take pariſh apprentices, and 
are liable to a penalty of ten pounds in caſe 
of refuſal. | 

Let a liſt be made out of all the children 
from ſeven years of age who may be legally 
apprenticed ; and where there are any parti- 
cular circumſtances in their conſtitutions or 
diſpoſitions, ſuch ſhould be mentioned. 

Let a liſt of all renters and inhabitants le- 
gally obliged to take children, be made out, 
noting their occupations and any particular 
circumſtances of family and ſituation there 
may happen to be. 

Though this meaſure 1s by law ſolely in- 
truſted to the majority of the church-wardens 
and overſeers, yet, being a matter of great 
pariſh importance, it may be prudent to call 


a veſtry for the ſpecial purpoſe of apprentice- 


ing the children; and let it be remembered, 
this is not a meaſure of choice in the over- 
| C4 ſeers ; 
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ſeers; they are bound by law to carry it into 


execution, and liable to indictment and pe- 
nalties if they do not. 


At the veſtry the whole of this buſineſs 


ſhould be ſettled, by then determining with 


whom ſuch child ſhould be placed; but, in 
doing this, the moſt perfect impartiality and 
humane diſcretion ſhould be uſed; no ſelfiſh 
view, or perſonal pique, muſt be ſuffered to 
mix itſelf in ſo benevolent, ſo moral, and fo 
chriſtian a work. All ſhould conſcientioufly 
unite in ſo beneficial a meaſure, which will 
amply carry its own reward with it; for, 
beſides the advantage to the children, and in 
time to the takers, it muſt conſiderably di- 
miniſh the poor's rate, and will give the pri- 
viledge of having two ſervants without pay- 
ing any tax for them ; but your care ends 
not here ; for having apprenticed children it 
1s the duty of your office to overſee their 
ſituation and treatment, both as to their per- 
ſons and profeſſions, for, if they arenot taught 
their trades, they are loſing time they can 
never recover, and their maſters the benefit 
of this meaſure ; if you obſerve either defect 
or 


( 25 ) 
or abuſe, you ſhould inform the bench of 
juſtices. 

It will be right to affix upon the church 
door, the names and ages of the children, 
and the names of the inhabitants legally 
obliged to take them ; and at the expiration 
of your office deliver to your ſucceflors a 
liſt of all the children ſo placed. 

A copy of this ſhould be given to the 
bench of juſtices, who will ſettle any diffi- 
culties that may have riſen at the veſtry, and 
will then finiſh this buſineſs, by ſigning the 
indenture, | 

If theſe children miſbehave, their maſters 
may, and ought, to give them moderate 
chaſtiſement, without cruelty or ſeverity ; 
but the beft of all correction, is to lower 
their diet, and put them in diſgrace, which 
even their ſituation is capable of; but this 
muſt not be done either wantonly or unjuſtly; 
in the very few inſtances in which this mode 
of puniſhment may fail of ſucceſs, the of- 
fender muſt be brought, immediately upon 
commiſſion of the fault, before a magiſtrate, 
who will act as the caſe may require. 


The 
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The next great duty of your important of- 
fice, is to ſet the poor to work: idleneſs is 
highly detrimental to public œconomy, and 
in all well- governed countries is puniſhed as 
an actual crime, and by ſome laws was 
eſteemed a capital offence: as the parent of 
vice, it is equally detrimental to the com- 
munity and individual, and therefore moſt 
cautiouſly to be guarded againſt in a preven- 
tive plan; it is your duty therefore, in your 
ſeveral workhouſes, to uſe your utmoſt en- 
deavours that employment may ſuperſede 
iniquity, and that even the worſt-diſpoſed 
may not have leiſure to be wicked. To this 
end there ſhould be provided a competent 
ſtock of materials, ſuch as wool, hemp, flax, 
and whatever elſe may furniſh employment 
for the different ages and abilities of the pau- 
pers; ſome proper perſon ſhould be appointed 
to teach the uſe of theſe materials, and a 
certain portion, perhaps a half of the neat 
produce of their labour, or a certain ſtipend 
of ſo much per day, or week, ſhould be 
given to the poor people, as an eticourage- 
ment to induſtry and good behaviour ; and 
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though this pittance were no more than one 
halfpenny per day, it would wonderfully ſof- 
ten their labour and their manners too. 

As it is vain to expect morality or good 
order without the aid of religion, it is your 
duty to keep up a conſtant ſenſe of it in the 
management and conduct of your ſeveral 
poor houſes ; but this muſt be left in a great 
degree to the ſituation and circumſtance of 
your ſeveral pariſhes: ſhort prayers, morn- 
ing and evening, ſhould not be omitted; and 
Sunday ſhould not only be a day of reſt, but 
in ſome degree of recreation, their fare ſhould 
be a little better, and after having been twice 
to church, there might be given them ſome 
little indulgences which their labour on 
week days deprived them of, or which their 
conduct may deſerve. 

It would be of uſe, if, on Sunday winter 
evenings, ſome ſchool-maſter in the pariſh 
could be-prevailed on to teach the poor chil- 
dren a little reading and writing, but this 
muſt be left in a great meaſure to your diſ- 
cretions. You are immediately to obey. all 
orders of juſtices for relief of the poor, and 


to 


( 28 ) 


to take particular care of the aged and im- 
potent, Your meetings monthly, or oſtner, 
ſhould be held regularly, where you may 
conſult as well as execute. 

You have a power by law to make an 
aſſeſſment, to be allowed by two juſtices, to 
buy materials for the poor to work upon, 
and may ſet up a trade in any pariſh for that 
purpoſe. 

Churchwardens and overfeers are to ſearch 
ale-houſes on Sundays, and to take a note of 
ſuch perſons as they ſhall find there in time 
of divine ſervice, and preſent them to the 
next bench of juſtices, with the name of the 
publican at whofe houſe they were found, 
You are alſo to execute warrants from ma- 
giſtrates, or preſent to them the names of all 
ſuch who ſhall profane the Lord's day, by car- 
Tying on their worldly calling ; ſuch as but- 
chers killing meat, higlers carrying poultry, 
horſe-courſers, driving horſes to fairs, dro- 
vers driving cattle, carriers and waggoners 
carrying goods, perſons uſing ſports or games 
in time of divine ſervice, Selling milk or 

macka- 
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mackarel, as works of neceſſity, are excepted 
in theſe acts. 

Having now ſet before you very particu- 
larly the ſeveral branches of your duty, by 
which you will ſee the great conſequence of 
your office, both with regard to the oeco- 
nomy of your ſeveral pariſhes, and the in- 
fluential effect of your conduct and manage- 
ment, not only on the morals of the preſent, 
but alſo of the riſing generation; we hope 
and truſt, you will, with ſeriouſneſs and 
perſeverance, ſet yourſelves to execute thoſe 
wiſe laws, calculated for the comfort and 
happineſs of your fellow ſubjects. There are 
ſeveral penalties annexed to the omiſſions and 
abuſes of the duties of your office, which 
are not mentioned, as believing it would be 
unneceſſary; and we ſhall finiſh by ſaying, 
from the beſt authority, as you know theſe 
things, happy will it be for yourſelves and 
pariſhes, if vou do them. | 
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CUNCERNING 


 PAROCHIAL any PROVINCIAL POLICE. 


Preamble, 


HE lower order of civil polity in this 
kingdom is fo little attended to, or 

o "BY adminiſtered, that, unieſs ſome me- 
thod can be deviſed to give energy to the 
laws now in being, or perhaps to enact new 
ones, that reformation neceſſary to inſure 
the peace, ſecurity, and property of the ſub- 
ject, can neither be obtained, nor rationally 
expected. Indolence and thoughtleſs inacti- 
vity, are not only utterly incapable of ever 
B being 
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being the oecaſion of Good; but, on the con- 
trary, give conſtant opportunity for Evil, to 
exert its unreſtrained, baleful influence, over 
the too favourably diſpoſed minds of the 
greater part of mankind. 


Our laws admit not horrid puniſhments, 


Our laws and conſtitution, happily admit 
not the horrid puniſhments and ſummary 
modes of conviction, that obtain in other 
countries : and, unleſs theſe properties are, 


in ſome degree, counterbalanced by a con- 
ſtant preventive attention, it is impoſſible but 
crimes muſt become more frequent. 


Late robberies not the effeft of the concluſion of 
the war; but from depravity and idleneſs. 
— Means of prevention, —Compelled labour 


neceſſary. 


The robberies lately committed, do not 
ſeem to have been the effects of the concluſion 
of a war; for ſoldiers, or ſailors, have not 
appeared concerned in them; but they rather NN 

ſeem 88 
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ſeem to have been occaſioned by a diffuſed 
depravity in the minds of the offenders, and 
a general averſion to honeſt employment of 
any kind. The effeQs of depravity can only 
be encountered by puniſhment, or increaſing 
the difficulty of commiſſion ; for which end, 
guards, bolts, bars, bells, and dogs, ſeem 
to be the moſt likely means; and, perhaps, 
a publiſhed deſcription of the burglarious in- 
ſtruments made uſe of, might lead to the 
invention of others, that might reſiſt, or di- 
miniſh their powers. Honeſt ingenuity may 
be an overmatch for wicked inventions, as it 
is eaſier to hinder, than to effect. Averſion 
to honeſt employment, the effect, if not the 
cauſe of depravity, muſt be got the better of 
by confinement and compelled labour, with 
humane uſage ; allowing a ſmall ſhare of the 
profits of the toil, where there are ſymptoms 
of deſert, 
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Beggars not to be permitted. — Nor Petty chap- 
men, poachers, nor ſinugglers.—Vagrant act to 
be executed. Education of youth ; to be ſepa- 


rated early from their parents, and ap- 


prenticed. 


When any one is ſuffered to live in 1dle- 
neſs, his maintenance becomes an injurious 


tax upon the induſtrious. No beggar of any 


kind ſhould be permitted; the indulgence of 
our law has ſuperſeded the neceffity of it. He | 


ſhould immediately be ſent to his pariſh, 
obliged to provide for him ; which ſurely is 
more humane than ſuffering him to continue 
on a precarious ſubſiſtence in ſo 8 
able a mode of life. 

Story. An Eaſtern prince who a bag of 
gold as a reward to a beggar, for having 
given him ſome wholeſome advice: the 
money was ſoon ſpent in riot and debauch- 
ery, When the beggar appeared again at the 
palace-gate, aſking alms; which the prince 
obſerving, ſaid to his miniſter, 4 You ſee the 
„ill effects of my bounty to this unhappy 
e man; riches have been to him the ſource 
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& of vice and miſery.” “ No wonder,” ſaid 
the ſage; * ſince thou haſt given to poverty, 
& the reward of labour.” 
All petty chapmen, pretending to trades 
merely oſtenſible, by which it is impoſſible 
they ſhould make a livelihood, ſuch as fieve 


and chair-bottomers, baſket-makers, venders 
of matches, laces, and garters, if found 
wandering out of their own pariſhes, ſhould 


be taken up and paſſed to them. Young able- 


bodied men living at their own hands, with- 
out known means of ſubſiſtence ; ſhould (to 
ſave them from being poachers or ſmugglers, 


which lead directly to horſe-ſtealing, and 


the gallows) be compelled to work at 


the wages of the country. If men had not 
opportunity to be idle, they would not have 
leiſure to be wicked. In ſhort, every clauſe 


of the vagrant act ſhould be put in fri&t and 


conſtant execution, which would do more 
toward reformation than all the convictions 
at the Old Bailey. The great Lord Coke 
ſays, upon making the 39 Eliz. c. 7. and a 
good ſpace after, ** whilſt Juſtices of the 
Peace, and other officers were diligent and 
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* induſtrious, there was not a rogue to be | 
* ſeen in any part of England; but, when 
% Juſtices and other officers became fe- 
. di or irepidi remiſs, rogues ſwarmed 
again.“ The wiſdom and experience of 
ſuch an age, has certainly a claim upon the 
reſpectful notice of the preſent, when ſimi- 1 
lar meaſures ſcem at leaſt equally neceſſary. 
The tame great authority ſays, in his expoſi- | 
tion on the 7 Jac. c. 4. The education of 
„ youth, and ſętting to work idle and diſor- 
6 derly perſons, are eſſential parts of the 
e well- being of a commonwealth.” The 
former is ſo indiſpenſable, that, without it, 
puniſhment becomes not only uſeleſs, but 
cruel, Children ſhould firſt be taught what 


op = a a DA _ A _2 © Lo 


If ww 


a 
is right, before they are corrected for doing t 
what is wrong: poor infants are moſt likely f. 
to learn the latter, from their neceſſitous, # 0 
negligent, and perhaps wicked parents, and t 
ſhould therefore be totally removed from 1 
them at a very tender age; certainly not t 
later than ten; and apprenticed to all inha - t. 
bitatits in the pariſh, of good characters, who a 
have occaſion for ſeryants. This, which t. 


Dalton | 
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Dalton calls a ſpecial work and ſeminary of 
mercy, ſeems to be the moſt probable means 
of infuſing early habits of virtuous induſtry, 
which could ſcarcely fail of having a ſenſible 
and happy effect on the morals of the riſing 
generation. This meaſure, ſo indiſpenſably 
neceſſary, without which, it would be vain 
to expect auy gicat or laſting amendment, 


hath, however, many difficulties, which pre- 


vent its being carried into general execution. 


— 


Difficulties in 43 Eliz.—A new act. Necgſſic 


of reform, 


The clauſe of the 43d of Eliz. is fo worded 
as to make many think, that apprenticing 
the infant poor is a matter of choice: over- 
ſeers imagine they are not compellable; they 
object that the burden is unequal, and ought 
to be laid in proportion to the quantity of 
land rented. Tradeſmen, and other inhabi- 
tants, have ſimilar objections; and alſo ſay, 
that the term till one and twenty is ſo long 
as to be tireſome to the maſter, and injurious 
to the apprentice, If there is any weight in 
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theſe objections, they might be removed by 
a new act, when perhaps i it would be better 
to transfer the execution of the law, from 
the over ſcers to the Juſtices, with appeal to 
the quarter ſeſſions. Some apportionment as 
to rents might be found out; and, if altering 
the term of continuing an apprentice to 
eighteen years of age, would obtain a good 
liking, ſo as to bring the act into general 
uſe, it would be very well worth trying. 
The doors of the play-houſe, and the ſcaf- 
fold at Newgate, are ſcenes that ſadly ſolicit a 
radical and effectual reform; and the number 
of boys and youths, who, for want of being 
early initiated into habits of virtuous induſtry, 
have fallen victims to the laws of their 
country, plead feelingly for adopting a mea- 
ſure the moſt likely to leflen the number of 
ſuch melancholy examples. Beſide, that ca- 
pital puniſhments don't ſeem to anſwer their 
end; tranſiency, frequency, and want of 
ſolemnity, diminiſh their effect; they alſo 
ſavour ſomewhat of deſpotiſm, and don't 
ſeem at all congenial with the general mild- 
neſs of our government: perhaps trea- 

ſon, 
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ſon, murder, houſe- breaking, forgery, and 
highway robbery, are the only crimes for 
which they ought to be inflited ; for other, 
tranſportation, ſolitary priſons, and public 
or private labour, would be adequate, and 
probably more efficacious. 

The hardened wretch, who can expect no 
comfort in this world, will not have much 
fear or regret in quitting it. A momentary 
death has little terror for him; labour, ſoli- 
tude, or an inhoſpitable clime, would be far 
more dreadful, But, after all, prevention 
ſhould be the great object; it is the duty 
of every government to protect their ſub- 
Jets, not only from others, but themſelves, 
A watchful attention to infancy and youth 
can only effect this; which would be, wiſely 
and humanely to begin at the beginning ; 
and it might be well worth conſidering, 
whether pariſh ſchools, at public or paro- 
chial expence, would not be a very ſalutary 
inſtitution. Rigid age is not eaſily amended. 
Our hope mult ariſe from a care and attention 
to youth, 

Ah 
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Ale-houſes to be decreaſtd; their miſchiefs ; 
blind ale-houſes ; intent ale- houſes; none is 


* ſeventeen pariſhes in Eſex ; to be decreaſed 
gradually, 


The next meaſure, neceſſary toward refor- 
mation, muſt be to diminiſh the number of 
ale-houſes, and to keep the remainder ſtrictly 
to the regulations the laws have laid them 
under; and to licenſe none in obſcure and 
ſequeſtered fituations, where thieves may 
meet ſecurely to concert their depredations 
on the public; and where improvident la- 
bourers, unobſerved, may ſpend their time and 
money to the diſtreſs of themſelves and fa- 
milies. The abundance of ale-houſes, eſpe- 
. cially blind ale-houſes, as they were called, 
was a ſubject of animadverſion from the King 
himſelf, ſo long ago as the year 1616; but 
they are now ſo increaſed, that an honeſt 
peaſant, who would ſpend his money with 
his family if theſe temptations were leſs ob- 
vious, muſt have a more than ordinary ſhare 
of ſelf-denial, if he eſcapes ſuch numerous 
attractions. The original deſign of thoſe 
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places was not to continue drinking in, but 
merely for the tranſient refreſhment of tra- 
vellers and labourers ; and perhaps occaſio- 
nally for tranſacting parochial public buſineſs. 
A few will anſwer theſe purpoſes; and one 
more than ſufficient for that end is not only 
unneceſſary, but hurtful. Might there not 
be ſome legal diſtinction between inns and 
ale-houſes?. The firſt are not ſo generally tip- 


ling ſhops, but the latter are dreadful in 


their conſequences; and it would tend 
very much to diminiſh their number, if 
no common brewer was permitted to have 
any property in a ale-houſe. The legiſla- 
ture has done ſc waing analagous, in pro- 
hibiting even juſtices, who are diſtillers, from 
licenſing; but wealthy brewers impropriate 
a number of theſe houſes, and ſolicit geri» 
tlemen of influence in counties and boroughs 
to licence them. Legal incapacity would 
relieve both the one and the other; 
for there are many inſtances embarraſſing 
to each. Near Dunmow, in Eſſex, there 
is a diſtrict of ſeventeen pariſhes without one 
ple-houſe, which 1s proof poſitive that they 

are 
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are not univerſally neceſſary. However, the 
reins of reformation ſhould be gently ga- 
thered up: laſting amendment 1s generally 
gradual, and if the preſent enormous number 
of ale-houſes was diminiſhed by degrees with 
judgment and difctetion, the good effects of 
ſuch a meaſure would ſoon be ſeen in the 
amendment of the morals of the poor, and the 
decreaſe of the rates of the pariſh, 
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CONCLUSION. 


THE foregoing are the means which, after 
very deliberate conſideration, ſeem the moſt 
likely to eſtabliſh that peace, order, and ſecu- 
rity, which conſtitute the happineſs of the 
ſubject, and is the conſtant aim and endea- 
vour of every wiſe and indulgent govern- 
ment. But theſe means will not execute 
themſelves: they muſt be put in motion by 
ſome anxious and active principle, and con- 
tinued ſo by a conſtant ſuperintending care 
and attention; which are qualities not to be 


expected from a numerous unconnected body 


of men, but may be exacted from an officer 
created on purpoſe, to prevent the ſtream of 
juſtice from ſtagnating, and to continue its 
courſe uninterrupted from the ſupreme exe- 
cutive power, to the ſubordinate magiſtrates, 
and thence through the lower officers and 
miniſters to the people. In all great cities, 
where crimes have been found to increaſe 
from a languid execution of the law, one or 

2 more 
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more officers of this kind would be found 
efficacious, to give vigour to the laws, and 


reſtore relaxed diſcipline; and in eounties and 


diſtricts next adjoiuing to the metropolis, a 
magiſtrate of this ſort will be abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary, to co-operate with, and aſſiſt his 
neighbours, and alſo ta repel or ſecure the 
number of rogues his diſtri will otherwiſe 
be over-run with: without one or more ſuch 
immediately reſponſible officers, this plan 
can certainly never be executed, the law muſt 
continue a dead letter, offences and enormi- 
ties will continue and increaſe ; but if, in 
every county, according to its ſize, there were 
two, three, or four juſtices, elected by a ma- 
jority of the acting magiſtrates approved by 
the king, with inſtructions from the ſecre- 
tary of ſtate for the home department to 
view their reſpective diſtricts twice every 
year, and to take eſpecial note of roads, 
bridges, ale-houſes, gaming- tables, profana- 
tion of the Lord's day, tippling in time of di- 
vine ſervice, drovers of cattle, horſe-courſers, 
ſtage- coaches, and waggons, and every arti- 
cle of diſcipline and police, and report them 

to 
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to the ſecretary of ſtate, and to the Chriſtmas 
and Midſummer ſeſſions, their exertions muſt 
be generally beneficial. Theſe officers might 
be tiled juſtices general, ſhould attend all 
benches in the county, and communicate to 
their brethren whatever they obſerve worthy 
of notice. So ſyſtematic a regulation would 
demonſtrate, that government was earneſt 
and anxious to reform the manners of the 
people, and would excite in magiſtrates an 
activity and emulation to promote ſo deſirable 
ends. Such meaſures would give new life to 
the law, and bring juſtice and juſtices much 
into faſhion. However, the whole is ſub- 
mitted to better judgments, with a very ſin- 
cere wiſh, that ſuch means may be adopted, 
as may be moſt beneficial to the public, 
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INSTRUCTIONS 
10 THE 


HIGH CONS TABL ES. 


Vou are, by the common law, conſervators 
of the peace, and have the ſame power and 
authority within your reſpective hundreds, 
as the petty conſtables have within their pa- 
riſhes, and, being perſons of ſuperior conſide- 
ration and property, are intruſted with col- 
lecting the county rates, and are the firſt 
miniſterial officers within your reſpective 
hundreds, ſolemnly ſworn, to execute dili- 
gently and faithfully, all the duties of your 
office, And theſe cannot be performed 
without an exact knowledge and acquaint- 
ance of the ſtate and condition of each half 
hundred over which you preſide, as it is 
neceflary to know what 1s to be done, before 
you can tell what to do. 

Your firſt act of duty is, to inform your— 
ſelves of the ſtate and condition of perſons 
and things in each of your half hundreds, 
and faithfully, without prejudice or favour, 
report them to the bench of juſtices in their 

D pe. 
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reſpective diviſions, and exhibit them in your 
preſentments at the next quarter ſeſſions of 
the county, and by no means be content 
with the uſual return of, Al Well: this ſel- 
dom can be true in a diſtrict ſo large as yours; 
and, if not, you muſt incur the dreadful ſin 
of perjury: think of this, and let not heedleſs 
cuſtom ſuperſede conſcience, Do your duty 
in preſenting, and leave the reſt to the ma- 
giſtrates. The things intruſted to your 
ſuperintendence, are founderous highways, 
bad bridges, pits not fenced, and nuiſances 
of all kinds, that may be dangerous or in- 
commodious to pailengers, 

The perſons for your obſervation, are 
keepers of diſorderly ale-houſes, where tip- 
pling, gaming, or unſeaſonable late hours, 
are encouraged ; and in general all irregula- 
rities, tending to corrupt the morals of the 
people, diſcourage induſtry, and promote 
idleneſs and vice. 

You are to preſent to the bench of juſtices, 
the names. of ſuch able-bodied young men 
within your hundred as live idly, without 
means for their ſupport, and refuſe to work 
for the accuſtomed wages. 
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Vou are particularly to execute all the 
precepts you ſhall receive from magiſtrates, 
and to pay, within one week after demand, 
all rewards that ſhall be ordered by the 
juſtices for apprehending vagrants. And in 
your petty ſeſſions you are to receive ſuch 
informations, and give ſuch directions as to 
you may ſeem meet, for preſerving the peace 
and good order of the hundred. You are 
alſo, at the uſual ſeaſon, to receive from your 
petty con(tables, the liſts of jurors, and re— 
turn them to the quarter ſeſſions. 

From this view of your duty, you will 
ſee much care and attention are neceſſary to 
execute it properly ; and, as theſe inſtruc- 
tions muſt obviate every plea of 1gnorance, 
it is hoped and expected, that a ſerious atten- 
tion to your oath of office, and a laudable 
and public-ſpirited inclination to contribute 
to peace and good order, will influence you 
to communicate, from time to time, ſuch 
information to the ſeveral benches as may 
be uſeful; and to ſet forth, in your preſent- 
ments to the quarter ſeſſions, without par- 
tiality or concealment, the real, tiue, and 


preciſe ſtate of your ſeveral hundreds, 
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INSTRUCTIONS 


10 THE 


PETTY CONSTABLES. 
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INSTRUCTIONS 
TO THE 


PETTY CONSTABLES. 


You are, by the common law, conſervators 
of the peace, and by ſtatute, miniſterial officers 
to juſtices of the peace, whoſe precepts you are 
bound to execute, on pain of fine and impri- 
ſonment; for, being the officers near to the juſ- 
tice, a failure in your duty would be obſtruct- 
ing thelaw at the fountain-head, and depriving 
the ſubject of that benefit and protection he 
has a right to recieve; you are ſworn, dilt- 
gently and faithfully to execute your office, 
the chief duties of which, are enumerated in 
theſe inſtructions. 

Your firſt of duties is, to execute with 
promptneſs and fidelity all warrants directed 
to you from magiſtrates, or, by their order, 
fromthehigh conſtables; this will be attended 
with little difficulty, as the precept itſelf 
will declare what 1s to be done; and the per- 
fon who direRs it, will, in caſe of doubt, 


inform as to the manner of its execution. 
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The next great branch of your duty is, à 
general ſuperintendence over the peace and 
good order of your conſtablewick. For this 
purpoſe, the law has armed you with great 
and extenſive power, which ſhould be exe- 
cuted with equal judgement and diſcretion 
but generally, in caſes of doubt and diffi- 
culty, it will be the ſafeſt and beſt method 
to reſort to ſome diſcreet and experienced 
magiſtrate, and take his directions. Where 
the urgency of the caſe and circumſtances do 
not permit fuch deliberation, and you muſt 
neceſſarily act from your own diſcretion ; in 
an actual breach of the peace, you are im- 
mediately to interpoſe with perſuaſion and 
exhortation; and that not ſucceeding, you 
are warranted to arreſt the offenders, and 
may, for that purpoſe, demand the aſſiſtance of 
any one near, who, upon your complaint, 
will be puniſhable for his refuſal ; you are 
then, with all convenient ſpeed, to conduct 
the offender to the next magiſtrate ; or, if 
that ſhould be, from the time of night and 
other circumſtances, inconvenient, you may 
detain him in cuſtody till the next morning. 


You 
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You are to ſuppreſs all riots, or, which is 
better, prevent them ; if that be not in your 
power, after exhortation arreſt the offenders, 
by calling the aid of the country, aud carry 
them before a magiſtrate. 

You are to ailiſt in all purſuits of hue and 
cry. 

You are to warn all perſons uſing ſports 
on a Sunday, in time of divine ſervice, that 
they deſiſt; and, in caſe of their continuing, 
carry their names to the next magiſtrate. 

You are to return to magiſtrates, the names 
of all ale-houſe keepers ſuffering tippling, 
(which is, to continue drinking longer, and 
in larger quantities, than neceſſary refreſhment 
requires) diſorderly doings, gaming of any 
kind, or other irregularities ; or you may give 
them neighbourly warning ; after which, if 
they perſiſt, they will be without excuſe, 
and you without blame, 

You are to inform the magiſtrates of all 
houſes of ill fame, or whoſe maſters permit 
unlawful games. 

You are to inform the juſtices of all able. 
bodied young men who live idle without 

7 means 


. 


means of employment, and refuſe to work 
for the uſual wages. 

lou are not to ſuffer any beggars or va- 
grants within your pariſh, but with or with- 
out warrant to carry them before a magiſ- 
trate; and to do the ſame by perſons lodging 
in barns or out- houſes, or living in the open 
air, under hedges, or in fields, or by the 
way ſide. 


Vou are to do the ſame by hedge-breakers 


and wood-ſtealers, 

You are to inform the Juſtices of all per- 
ſons keeping ale-houſes without licence; 
and all perſons harbouring inmates. 

As larcenies, or robberies in the night, are 
ſeldom made but by perſons who have ap- 


peared in the day, and given cauſe of ſuſpi- 


cion, either by garb or behaviour, you are 
attentively to obſerve and watch ſuch ; and 
if they continue till night, you may, after 
examination and cauſe of ſuſpicion, legally 
arreſt and keep them in ſafe cuſtody till you 
can carry them before a magiſtrate in the 
morning, by the help of thoſe you have 


warned to your aſſiſtance. 
You 
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You are to arreſt felons and rogues of all 
kinds, and may, upon reaſonable ſuſpicion, 
carry them before a magiſtrate. 

If in the night-time you hear noiſes and 
diſturbances from public houſes, tending 
towards a breach of the peace, you may enter 
and quell the diſturbance, or ſecure the of- 
fenders, and carry them before a magiſtrate 
in the morning. 

You are to give notice to juſtices, of all 
perſons uſing ſhort weights or meaſures, 

Theſe are the ſeveral heads of your duty, 
which you are ſworn to perform, and will 
be liable to penalties for omiſſion. In ſome 
caſes, ſuch as apprehending felons and va- 
grants, you will be intitled to rewards ; and 
as to reaſonable and neceſſary expences, they 
will be repaid to you by the pariſh, county, 
or parties, 
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| MONITIONS 
; TO 


ALE-HOUSE KEEPERS. 


CERTAIN robberies and burglaries that 
have been committed in this county ſince Mi- 
chaelmas 1785, and certain negligences, and 
* omiſſions at leaſt, that have been noticed in 
| the conduct of ſome victuallers in this neigh- 
bourhood, make it neceſſary, before you re- 
ceive your licences for the enſuiug year, to 
give you ſome ſerious and ſpecific admoni- 
tions concerning your future behaviour, in 
which our plan for preventing crimes, and 
the hope of protecting perſons and properties, 
is ſo eſſentially concerned, 
Your calling needs to be carried on with 
a conſiderable degrze of prudent regularity, 
to intitle it to obtain permiſſion ; the laws 
of this country having, 1n all ages, looked 
with a watchful and jealous eye on the con- 


duct 
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duct of victuallers and ale-houſe keepers z 


but yet, under proper regulations, your bu- 


ſineſs may be made profitable to yourſelves, 
and uſeful to the community, The original 
deſign of erecting ale-houſes, was to refreſh 
the weary traveller, and to afford accommo- 
dation for the public meetings of the pariſh, 
which could not conveniently be held in pri- 
vate houſes ; beyond this, the law knows no 
permiſſion, but, for more than two hundred 
years, has occaſionally interpoſed with acts 
to regulate and reſtrain, and by the act of 
the late king, under which you are now aſ- 
ſembled, has confidentially placed the power 
of granting licences ſolely in the breaſt. of 
the magiſtrates living in the neighbourhood, 
that from their nearneſs they might be the 
better able to judge, both as to the place and 


poerſon, of the fitneſs to grant their licence; 


in doing which, propriety of ſituation and 
moral character will be their great guides. 
If the ſituation is lonely, and fit only to con- 
ceal thoſe whoſe miſdeeds oblige them to 
ſhun places of more public reſort, ſuch a 
haouſe will ſcarcely be lieenſed; and in any 


place 


CW 135 


place a landlord of doubtful character, will 
not be licenſed at all. 

It is your duty to b/erve perſons who fre- 
quent your houſe; and if they are idle or 
diforderly, eſpecially paupers who are relieved 
by the pariſh, or poachers who diſtreſs their 
families by their night rambles, not being able 
to work in the day, you muſt report ſuch to 
the conſtables, who have inſtructions to pre- 
ſent them at the next bench. If you receive 
game, you will be liable to the penalty, and 
other conſequences, It will be more for 
-your intereſt to loſe ſuch cuſtomers, than 
riſk obtaining your licences the next year. 
The burglaries committed in this county, 
were moſt probably by a few who had been 
in the neighbourhood before, and others who 
were ſtrangers; they might have gone to 
more than one public houſe upon the road, 
and in fact it is known they did, and be- 
lieved, if the publicans had done their duty, 
moſt, if not all of them would have been 
taken. This particular inſtance is given to 
ſhew how aſſiſtant you might be in prevent- 
ing not only ſuch, but every kind of robbery 

E and 
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and larceny. Thieves muſt neceflarily go 
to a public houſe, where their behaviour al- 
ways ſhews what they are; and, if the pub- 
licans gave immediate notice to the peace of- 
ficers, much miſchief might be prevented, and 
landlords not haveone honeſt cuſtomer the leſs, 
It is threfore ſtrictly required, that you be par- 
ticularly attentive in diſcharging this part of 
your duty, by watching ſuch perſons, or 
giving notice to the peace officers, which 
might be done prudently without being 


known whence it came, and their inſtruc- 


tions have already taught them what to do. 
But be aſſured, if you fail in any degree in 
this indiſpenſable part of your duty, or from 
motives of hope or fear ſhrink from it, you'll 
not be thought fit to be truſted with - the 
management of a public houſe. | 


Permitting people to fit in your houſe 


drinking, longer than neceſſary refreſhment 


requires, the law calls ſuffering tippling ; 
which 1s particularly hurtful and diſtreſſing 
to poor labourers and their families, They 
ſhould be turned out, or the peace officers 
Informed of them. If a victualler i Is guilty of 

drunk- 
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dec 
ho 


ve 
VII 


. 


drunkenneſs, or tippling himſelf, the law 
declares him incapable of keeping a public 
houſe for three years. 

Suffering any perſons, except caſual tra- 
vellers, to remain in your houſe during di- 
vine ſervice, is puniſhable. 

Permitting gaming of any kind, as ſkittles 
or pins of any number, ſhuffle-board, cards, 
or dice, 1s the forfeiture of your licence. 

Selling ſhort meaſure, or in unſealed veſ- 
ſels, will ſubje& you to a penalty. | 

You are obliged to provide quarters for 
ſoldiers, according to ſtatute. 

The condition of your recognizance is to 
keep good order and rule, in which good 
hours are included ; your houſes ought to be 
ſhut up at eight in the winter, and nine o'clock 
in the ſummer, 

Having ſet before you what rules you are 
to follow, what irregularities you are to 
avoid, and how aſſiſtant you may be in pre- 
venting thoſe crimes and enormities that diſ- 
grace all order and good government; we 
expect your conformity thereto, as you ten- 
der your own characters, and the welfare 
and protection of your fellow ſubjects. 
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F 
APPOINTMENT and GUIDE, &c. 


** The Numerical Letters refer to the Clauſes in the 
Abſtract of the Act printed for Paynz and Soy, at the 
Mews Gate, London; and RussELL, in Guildford, In that 
Abſtract are the Schedule of Forms, Model of Surveyor's 
Accounts, &c, &c. 


AT a ſpecial ſeſſion, held at 
| in the 
diviſion, by juſtices 
of the peace for the ſaid county, acting with- 


in the ſaid diviſion, on the day 
of 17 

WE do hereby nominate and appoint 
of 


in the Pariſh of 
in the faid diviſion, ſurveyor of the high- 
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ways within the ſaid Pariſh for the year en- 
ſuing ; and you the ſaid 

are faithfully and diligently to execute the 
ſaid office of ſurveyor, according to the di- 
rections of the ſtatute, paſſed in the thirteenth 
year of the reign of his Majeſty King George 
the Third, “for amendment and preſerva- 
<« tion of the highways ;"* an abſtract of the 
material parts of which ſtatute is hereunto 
annexed, Given under our hands and ſeals 
the day and year above written. 


PREAMBLE. 


THAT the highways in this kingdom 
ſhould be in a proper ſtate and condition of 
repair, was eſteemed a matter ſo important 
in former ages, that our anceſtors have made 
no fewer than forty acts of parliament for 
their amendment and preſervation : but theſe 
were ſo widcly diſperſed in the books of ſta- 
tutes, ſome at the diſtance of many centuries, 
that the benefit of them was conſiderably 
leſſened by the difficulty attending their exe- 


cution, till the able and ſucceſsful induſtry 


- 


of 


19 


of Mr. Gilbert, in the year 1773, collected 
them all into one act, which, however, is 
neceſſarily ſo long, and the various objects 
and duties ſo complicately blended, that it is 
yet difficult for the plain pariſh ſurveyor, 
even with his printed warrant, to pick out 
thoſe ſeveral parts, that immediately relate 
to his own conduct: and as the ſkilful execu- 
tion of his office, is ſo important to the œco- 
nomy of the farmer, and tends ſo much to 
the convenience and comfort of every inha- 
bitant in a pariſh; it ſeems well worth while, 
to beſtow ſome pains in ſhewing, by what 
means the duty of it may be the moſt rea- 
dily and beneficially performed ; which is 
the aim and intent of the following direc- 
tions, 


DIRECTIONS, ABSTRACT, 
and CHARGE, As DIRECTED BY THE 
3 © 


SO ſoon as the ſurveyor has received his 
warrant, he ſhould appoint his partners in 
office, on the neareſt and moſt convenient 
day after, with two or three of the moſt in- 


telligent 
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telligent inhabitants, to take a deliberate and 


exact ſurvey and notice of every road, foot- 


path, poſt, rail, fence, pits unfenced, bridge, 
water courſe, over-hanging hedge, buſh, 
tree, ftraw for dung, ditch ſcowring, tim- 
ber logs, and every other nuifance or an- 
noyance whatſoever, within their reſpective 
diſtricts. Having talked with each other up- 
on theſe objects, and communicated their ſe- 
veral opinions concerning the beſt method 
of repairing the roads, foot-paths, &c. and 
removing the nuiſances ; it will be neceſſary 
to note down their abſervations upon the 
ſpot, in a memorandum-book to be kept for 
that purpoſe. This being done, it will be 
uſeful to confer farther and more deliberately, 
concerning which of theſe objects ſhall be 
firſt begun; and in what manner the repairs 
of the highways, and removals of nuiſances 
may be beſt effected, remembering, exhauſted 
pits muſt be levelled in twenty days after 
ſurveyor's appointment. This conſultation 
ſhould, before it breaks up, be noted ſhortly 
in their book, that it may be referred to 
upon after-accaſions. | 


It 
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If the pariſh happens to be ſo large that 
this ſurvey cannot properly be performed in 


one day, it may, at ſhort intervals, be finiſhed 


in three or four. 

If, in very large pariſhes, it ſhould be 
thought more eligible for each officer to ſur- 
vey his own diſtrict ſeparately, this muſt be 
left to diſcretion and experience; but, in ge- 
neral, it 1s believed taking the view together 
will be found the moſt beneficial method. 

In theſe ſurveys, if neceflary, a veſtry 
clerk, or ſome ready writer may attend, to 
note the particulars obſerved in the peram- 
bulation ; the expence may fairly be charged 
in the ſurveyor's account, as alſo any reaſon- 
able expence attending this firſt and benefi- 
cial ſurvey ; which, if conducted with 1kill 
and proper obſervations, will not only faci- 
litate and methodize all after-labours, but 
teach the ſurveyors to direct ſuch in the 
beſt poſſible mode, for their own credit, and 
advantage of the pariſh, 

The ſurveyor having now particularly in- 
formed himſelf of the work to be done ; his 


attention 
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attention ſhould next be directed to the re- 


moving all 


NUISANCES 


and annoyances whatſoever. Theſe ate, 
every kind of impediment that prevents the 
roads from growing better of themſelves, or 
that incommodes or moleſts the traveller : 
ſuch as, want of proper drains, over-hanging 
trees and hedges, timber logs, &c. On ſuch 
ſhould be the firſt manual exertion of ſur- 
veyor's duty; which ought to be begun ſoon 
after his appointment, as the months fol- 
lowing October are not often proper to mend 
roads in, though they may be for prepar- 
ing them to receive materials afterwards, by 
keeping them in the leaſt damageable ſtate 
all the winter; to which beneficial purpoſe, 
the act has been particularly attentive, by 
ordering that = 
VII. Poſſeſſor of adjoining lands ſhall 
keep ſufficient ditches and drains open and 
cleanſed, for the free paſſage of the water 
from the highways, and alfo lay ſufficient 


| trunks, and bridges over horſe, cart, and 


I foot- 
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foot-ways, or in default, after ten days natice, 
ſurveyor muſt apply to a juſtice, who will 
levy a penalty of ten ſhillings for every neg- 
lect. 

XIV. Where water- courſes do not drain 
ſufficiently, ſurveyor ſhould apply to a juſ- 
tice in ſpecial ſeſſions, and may by his order 
make new ones, through private grounds; 
providing trunks or arches, and keeping 
them 1n repair, that the uſe of the land may 
continue to the occupier, to whom ſatisfac- 
tion muſt be made by ſurveyor, with two 
ſubſtantial inhabitants, and on their not 
agreeing, a juſtice of the limit ſhall ſettle 
the matter. Ss 

The water-courſes on the ſides of the 
roads ſhould be always kept open and 
cleanſed, and in wet weather, or haſty 
ſhowers, a labourer ſhould conſtantly attend 
with a broad hoe, or other fit inſtrument, to 
make proper channels for conducting the 
water into them; this, though ſeemingly 
laborious, if performed as it ought to be, will 
ſave both labour and expence, making the 
rain itſelf help to mend the road by waſhing 

away 
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away the light and muddy parts, and leaving 


the heavier and harder expoſed to the full in- 


fluence of the ſun and wind. 

VI. No tree, buſh, or ſhrub, ſhall ſtand 
within fifteen feet of the centre in any high- 
way, except for ornament or ſhelter to the 
building or court- yard of the owner; but 
ſurveyor ſhall give notice to owners, occu- 


piers, or agents, to remove the ſame, which 


if not done in ten days, offender ſhall forfeit 
ten ſhillings. 

The word notice means either perſonal or 
written notice : the firſt may be given by ſur- 
veyors or others, particularizing the buſineſs 
to be done, and within what time; and the 
ſecond ſhould be in writing (keeping a copy), 
according to the“ form preſcribed by the 
act, and left at the perſon's place of abode by 
any one able to declare upon oath he has 
done ſo. ; 

Where penalties are mentioned, the act 
always means, ſurveyor ſhould apply to a 


* There are ſeven different kinds of notices, which 
may be ſeen at the end of the abſtract printed by Payne 
and Ruſſell; but were too long to be inſerted here. 


Juſtice 
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Juſtice in the diſtrict, and punctually follow 
his directions in levying and applying them. 

VII. Surveyor muſt give notice, in the 
proper ſeaſon, to poſſeſſors of land next any 
highway, to plaſh and cut their hedges right 
up from the roots, and to lop off the over- 
hanging branches of trees, ſo that the roads 
may not be injured by their drip, nor de- 
prived of the full benefit: of the ſun and 
wind; if theſe are not performed in ten 
days after notice, ſurveyor muſt apply to 
a juſtice, and obey his order in levying the 
penalty of two ſhillings for every twenty- 
four feet of hedge untrimmed, and every tree 
not lopped, and alſo for receiving his own ex- 
pences for performing the ſame on poſſeſſor*s 
neglect. 

XII. Surveyor ſhould often view the high- 
ways in his diſtrict, and if he obſerves un- 
cleanſed water-courſes, bad bridges, trunks, 
or pavements, hedges not properly trimmed, 
over-hanging branches of trees, or any in- 
croachment, obſtruction, or nuiſance what- 
ſoever; he muſt give notice of the ſame to 
offenders; and 1f ſuch are not remedied or 


removed 
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removed in twenty days after, ſurveyor muſt 
amend them himſelf, according to the intent 
of the act; and the parties ſhall forfeit one 
penny for every foot of hedge or drain un- 
cut or un- cleanſed, and ſurveyor ſhall receive 
his expence, upon applying to a juſtice of the 
diſtri, if refuſed by the offenders. 

XIII. But ſurveyor muſt not cut, or com- 
pel occupiers to cut hedges, except between 
the laſt of September, and laſt day of March 
only; and he muſt obſerve that timber trees 
are not to be felled, but where roads are 
widened by order of juſtices; and in that caſe 
oaks are not to be felled except from April 
to June incluſive, nor elm or other trees only 
from December to March alſo incluſive. 

IX. Surveyor ſhould not permit any ſtone, 
timber, ſtraw, ſoii of ditches or other matter, 
to remain ſo as to obſtruct or prejudice any 
highway, but muſt give notice to offender, 
who not removing them 1n five days, will be 
liable to a penalty of ten ſhillings, to be le- 
vied by application to a juſtice, 

X. If any ſtone, ſtraw, or other prejudi- 
cial matter for making manure, or any other 
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pretence, ſhall be laid within fifteen feet of 
the centre in any highway; after five days 
notice from ſurveyor to remove them, any 
perſoh, by order from ſome juſtice, may take 
ſuch ſtone, timber, &c. to his own uſe or 
diſpoſal. 

XI. Any perſon leaving a waggon or car- 
riage, except while loading or unloading, or 
inſtrument of huſbandry, to obſtruct the road, 
ſhall forfeit ten ſhillings; and in all cafes in- 
formation ſhould come from ſurveyor, being 
the duty of his office, and ſecuring the whole 
penalty to amendment of the highways, the 
half of which in ſuch cafe would otherwiſe 
go to any other perſon. 

EXII. If any perſon ſhall encroach, by 
making a ditch or fence within fifteen feet of 
the centre n any highway, or break up the 
ground by plowing, harrowing, or turning 
his plough within the like diſtance, if the 
breadth of the road 1s aſcertained and does 
not exceed thirty feet, ſuch perſons ſhall 
forfeit forty ſhillings to the informer, and 
ſurveyor may order ſuch encroachment to 
be removed at expence of the offender, 
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and apply to a magiſtrate for charges arid 


NOTICE or COMPOUNDING. 


XLI. Surveyor ſhall on ſome Sunday in 
November, and the next Sunday after, give 
ten days notice in the church or chapel, if 
fervice performed there, or elſe at the moft 
public place in the pariſh, when, and where, 
perſons may ſignify their intention to eom- 
pound, and paying the compoſition required 
then, or in one month after, ſuch perſons 
ſhall be exempt from ſtatute-duty that year; 
but no compoſition ſhall be allowed, if not 
paid at the time fixed by that notice, unlefs 
lands ſhalt change their occupiers after the 
time preſcribed, in which caſe, the new oc- 
cupiers ſhall be permitted to compound, upon 
paying their compoſition in fourteen days 
after their entering on their land, and te- 
nants deſigning to quit in fix months after 
time of compounding ſhall pay one half, and 
next occupiers the other half of compoſition 
required; and if ſurveyor ſhall receive more 

than 


* 


W 
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than the legal proportion, he ſhall return the 


overplus. 


Surveyor having now learned how to re- 
move nuiſances and detriments to the high- 
ways without expence (for, if removed by of- 
fenders, ſurveyors will pay nothing, and if 
by himſelf he will be paid again), he ſhould 
next conſider of thoſe ſervices that muſt be 
done with expence; to defray which, his 
next object ſhould be to aſcertain the amount 
of the ſupply intruſted to him, for carrying 
every purpoſe of his office into execution; 


in order to do this, he ſhould enter in a book, 


provided for that purpoſe, the name of every 
occupier of lands, houſes, woods, and tythes, 
in the pariſh, and oppoſite to them the re- 


| ſpective ſum each occupier is obliged to con- 


tribute for his ſtatute-duty, which is ſettled 
by the act as follows. 
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TTATUTE-OUTY, 
Viz. 

XXXIV. A waggon, or cart, with three 
horſes, or beaſts of draught, ſhall be deemed 
a team, which the owner ſhall ſend, cuſto- 
marily furniſhed, and attended with two able 
men, to work on the highways in the pariſh 
where he reſides, fix days in the year, and 
eight hours in a day, when, where, and how, 
ſurveyor ſhall direct; this duty performed, 
ſhall be a: ſatisfaction for all lands, &c. -0c- 
cupied, not exceeding fifty pounds a year, 
or may be componnded for, by paying ſur- 
veyor, one month after tlie November notice, 
four ſhillings and fix-pence, or ſuch ſum as 
jaſtices ſhall ſettle to be the daily compoſition 
tor a team; if four ſhillings and fix-pence, 
the annual compoſition for ſix days wilt 
amount to one pound ſeven ſhillings, for a 
ream and lands, &c. not exceeding fifty 
pounds a year. 

For every other fifty pounds annual rent, 
occupier muſt ſend a waggon or carriage 

| | cuſto- 
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__ cuſtomarily furniſhed with not leſs than four 
oxen and one horſe, or two oxen and two 
horfes, with two able men; for the time 
and purpoſe, or pay the like compoſition. 

For every twenty ſhillings rent under fifty 
pounds, and from fifty to an hundred, occu- 
pier ſhall pay one penny for each day's labour re- 
quired: if ſix days, then he muſt pay ſixpence 
for every pound leſs than, or exceeding, fifty; 
as, if he keeps no team, and reuts forty-eight 
pounds a year, he muſt pay forty-eight ſix- 
pences; if be rents ſixty-eight, he will do 
duty, or compound as for a team for the fifty, 
and for the exceeding, eighteen ſix- pences, or 
nine ſhillings ; and whatſoever this penny 
compoſition amounts to, muſt be pald in mo- 
ney, at the time other compoſitions are di- 
rected to be paid, or in ten days after, on 
pain of diſtreſs. A perſon keeping a team, 
but not occupying to the annual value of 
thirty pounds, 1s not obliged to ſend more 
than one labourer with ſuch team. 

XXX V. Every perſon keeping a cart, and 
anly two beaſts of draught, muſt ſend the 
ſame with one labourer for the like time and 
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purpoſe, or pay the penny compoſition for 


his lands at ſurveyor's option, or may com- 


pound for three ſhillings for each day's duty; 
or in default muſt pay five ſhillings for each 


day's neglect. 


Every perſon having a cart, with only one 


beaſt of draught, not ſending the ſame to 


ſurveyor's notice, ſhall forfeit three ſhillings 


for each day's omiſſion, if not compounded 
for as permitted, at two ſhillings per day. 
Every perſon Keeping a coach or other 
wheel-carriage where he refides, and not 
keeping a team or draught, nor renting 


fifty pounds a year, ſhall pay ſurveyor one 


ſhilling for each day's duty of every ſuch 
draught horſe, or compound at the aforemen - 
tioned rate for his land, at ſurveyor's option. 


XL. If any perſon keeps a team or draught, 


but ſhall not occupy lands and tenements to the 


value of thirty pounds a year where he or 
draught reſides, and thall maintain his team up- 
on, or from lands he may occupy in another pa- 
riſh ; ſurveyor muſt obſerve any mitigation 


of duty or compoſition, that Juſtices may 
have ordered, 


XLII. 


Ul 
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XLII. Every perſon keeping beaſts of 
draught and no carriage, ſhall pay ſurveyor 
one ſhilling for each horſe or pair of neat 
cattle for every day's labour required, or ac- 
cording to the rate for the lands he ſhall oc- 
cupy, at ſurveyor's option. 

XXXV. And every male inhabitant of 
eighteen, and under ſixty years of age, not 
ratable to four pounds a year or upwards, not 
being really an apprentice, menial ſervant, 
or compounder, or performer of ſtatute-duty, 
that year, ſhall by himſelf, or ſufficient la- 
bourer, affiſt in mending the highways, when, 
where, and how, ſurveyar ſhall direct, or 
may compound for the ſame, by paying four 
pence for each day's labour, or will be liable 
to pay one ſhilling and fix-pence a day for 
his neglect. 

If money and labour ſhall be more wanted 
than carriages, ſurveyor may, on four days 
perſonal or written notice, require three able 
men in lieu of each carriage, or four ſhillings 
and fix-pence in money; and perſon omitting 
to ſend them, or to pay the ſaid ſum required, 
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will be liable to a penalty of ten ſhillings for 
every day's neglect. | 

Every perſon ſhall bring all proper tools, 

with the carriages, and work eight hours 
daily under ſurveyor's orders; and if team- 
keeper ſhall not ſend an able man, beſides 
the driver, or if labourers are idle, or do not 
obey ſurveyor's orders, or teams do not carry 
ſufficient loads, ſurveyor may diſcharge them, 
and recover the ſame penalty as if they had 
not attended. 
XXXVI. If carts are more ſuitable to the 
ſervice, perſons liable muſt ſend them, a ſtand 
cart and one horſe ſhall be reckoned as half 
a team, and a cart with two horſes as two 
thirds of a team, if a waggon ſhould be par- 
ticularly wanted, owner, if required, muſt 
ſend it; or will be liable to a proportionate 
penalty for neglect. 

XXXVII. Sprveyor ſhall give four days 
perſonal or written notice to perſons liable to 
ſend teams or labourers; and the penalties on 
failure, ar not compounding, are as follows : 
For every default of every team not pro- 
perly furniſhed, 10s. 3 compoſition, 48. 6d. 

For 


. 


For every default of every cart with two 
horſes, 5s. 3 compoſition, 3s. 
For every default of every cart with one 
horſe and one man, 3s. ;; compoſition, 28. 
For every default of ſending a labourer, or 
attending himſelf, 1s. 6d. ; compoſition, 4d. 
All which forfeitures ſhall be levied by ap- 
plication to a juſtice, and applied to repair 
the highways in the diſtrict where they ariſe. 
LXV. Where a veſtry, or public pariſh 
meeting is directed to be called, notice of the 
time, place, and purpoſe, ſhall be given pubs 
lickly in church or chapel and put upon the 
door; or, if extraparochial, by affixed written 
notice at ſome public place, the Sunday pre- 
ceding ſuch meeting, which 1s not to be held 
till three days thereafter. 
XXXIX. If juſtices ſhall order any propor- 
tion of the ſtatute-duty to be performed in 
kind, and not allow compoſition ; ſurveyor 
ſhall call a veſtry, and there put the names 
of all liable to team duty in one box or hat, and 
thoſe of labourers in another, and ſome indif- 
ferent inhabitants ſhall draw out a number of 
pames of each, equal to the proportion ordered 


by 
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by juſtices ; and every drawn perſon ſhall that 
year perform his duty in kind: ſurveyor ſhall 
proceed in like manner in any ſubſequent year 
wherein ſuch order ſhall be made, only ob- 


ſerving, that the perſons drawn the firſt 


year ſhall not have their names put in the 
box the ſecond year, nor till it {ſhall come 
again to their turn. 

XXXVII. Sutveyor muſt be impartial in 
requiring ſtatute-duty ; and where the whole 
ſhall not neceflarily be called forth, an equal 
proportion ſhall be demanded of every perſon 
liable. thereto, Surveyor muſt apply to ſome 
juſtice of the diviſion, for recovering every 
penalty incurred by this act, and ſhould do fe 
ſoon after it is incurred, as all penalties ought 
to be received before the end of Auguſt ; if 


any happen after, they ſhould be levied im- 


mediately, that the ſurveyor may be able to 
ſettle his accounts in proper time. 


A S- 
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ASSESSMENTS, 
Beſides the Aid of Duty and Compoſition 


before mentioned. 


XXX. Surveyor may apply to juſtices, in 
ſpecial or quarter ſeſſions, for an aſſeſſment 
for raiſing a ſum to defray the expence of 
getting materials from private grounds in othet 
pariſhes, for making ſatisfaction to owners for 
drains going through their lands, for trunks, 
tunnels, plats, bridges, or arches, in the 
ſame, and keeping them m repair, for ſur- 
veyor's ſalary, if ordered, and for guide poſts, 
and other poſts, and ſtones ; upon oath that 
he hath expended ſuch a ſum, or that the 
ſum he applies for will be wanted for ſuch 
purpoſes, provided that this aſſeſſment ſhall 
not exceed ſixpence in the pound. 

XLIV. If ſurveyor has really expended all 
the money raiſed, without being able with 


it to repair ſufficiently the highways, bridges, 


and pavements, in his pariſh, he may apply, 
after previous notice on Sunday at the church 


Or 
1 
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or chapel, or, if extraparochial, by writing af. 
fixed at ſome public place, to juſtice in ſpe- 
cial or quarter ſeſſion, for an aſſeſſment to 
complete the repairs, and will be account- 
able to the juſtices for it's expenditure ; but 
this aſſeſſment, and that immediately prece- 
ding, ſhall not together exceed nine pence 
in the pound in any one year. 

However, ag pariſhes are generally burdened 
with many other heavy expences, ſurveyor 
ſhould, by the moſt frugal economy, endea- 
vour to make the ordinary duty and compo- 
fition ſufficient fox repairing the highways, 


&c. and not call for theſe extraardinary aſ- 


ſeſſments without indiſpenſable neceſſity. 
There is one more aſſeſſment which ſur- 
veyor may have to collect, and that is, of ſix- 
pence in the pound, when highways are 
widened or turned by order of juſtices ; but 

in that they will give their own directions. 
Surveyors ſhould be careful that all rails 
and defences of foot-ways are conſtantly kept 
up, and the ways themſelves ought ever to 
be 1n the beſt ſtate of repair; it ſeems unjuſt, 
that foot paſſengers, who cannot 1njure. the 
roads, 
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roads, but yet are obliged to pay for their 
amendment, ſhould not, by a cleanly com- 
fortable paſſage, partake of the ** be- 
nefit. 

Surveyor being now rerfetly. e e 


with the ſtate of all the roads in his pariſh ; 


having determined in what manner to repair 
them; knowing alſo, from his liſt of oceupiersꝰ 
AAS Sj} the amount of the ſums he is 
enabled to collect; and having prepared the 
roads, by removing all nuiſances and impe- 
diments ; he ſhould next in order conſider 
what 
M r 
he ſhall want, and whence they are to be had. 
XXVII. Surveyor may take rubble-or re- 
fuſe ſtone . (if not collected by turnpike 
ſurveyor) but not dig in quarries witbout leave 
of the owner. | 
He may alſo ſearch for, and get materials 
without paying for them, from waſte grounds, 
rivers, and brooks, within his pariſh ; and if 
not ſufficient there, then from like places in 
any other pariſh, leaving ſufficient for repair 
of roads there, and not damaging or endan- 
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gering any building, highway, or ford; or 
digging within one hundred feet of any 
bridge, pond, dam, or wear, on penalty of 
one pound to five pounds; 
He may alſo gather and carry away Modes, 
or other matetials, from any land (but not from 
inelgſed, without beruplers conſent, or licence 
roi a fit ace) in his pariſh; without paying 
for the ſame; but he ſhall make ſuch fatis- 
faction to the ownet for the damage done i in 
carrying them away, as ſhall be agreed be- 
tween them and two ſubſtantial inhabitants 
of the place; and, if they cannot agree, then 
one or more juſtices of the diſtri hall de- 
termine what latisfaction ſhall be made. 
XXIX. He may alſo ſearch for, and carry 
away, materials from incloſed grounds within 
his pariſh, where ſufficient are not to be had 
upon the waſte, or, with licence from two 
Juſtices i in ſpecial ſeſſion, from incloſed ground 


(not being garden, yard, avenue, park, pad- 


dock, lawn, or incloſed plantation) in any 
adjoining pariſh, if not to be had upon the 
waſte there, and leaving ſufficient for repair 


of 


1 
bf roads therein, and making ſatis faction and 
agreeing as above. 

XXVIII. But he may not gather ſtones 
from lands being private property, covered 
with ſtones by the ſea, ent. called, 
beach. 

Where burnt clay is  ufed. as a material, 

ſurveyo may dig the earth in all the places 
before mentioned and burn it upon the waſte; 
but, if owner of incloſed grounds ſhall ap- 
prehend he may want the ſame for his own 
uſe, ſurveyor muſt not take it without per- 
miſſion of two juſtices, or owner's acquieſ- 
cence, making ſatis faction as above. 

XXXI. To prevent accidents, furgeyor 
muſt forthwith cauſe to be fenced, and fo 
continued, every pit, where he is digging, 
or bas dug materials from; and in three days 
level and cover with the turf, pits where he 
has been ſearching for materials; and, in 
twenty days after his being appointed ſurvey- 
or, ſhall level or ſlope down pits no longer 
uſed: and omitting to fence and level as 
above, ſhall forfeit from two pounds to ten 
pounds. | 
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XXII. Materials dug from another pariſh 
| ſhall be removed only from the firſt of April 
to the firſt of November, or when the ground 
is frozen hard, and in general, materials ſnould 
by a proper forecaſt be ſo provided, as to be 
ready to be brought upon the roads in froſty 
and dry weather, | 

XLVIII. Where a ſufficiency of materials 
or carriages are not to be had in his own pa- 
riſh, ſurveyor may, after ten days notice at 
the church or chapel, or, if none, at ſome 
public place, ſpecifying the nature and terms 
of the contract, agree for them at a meeting 
held for that purpoſe in ſome other pariſh, 
but muſt have no concern himſelf in that or 
any other batgain, unleſs by licence from a 
Juſtice, under the penalty of ten pounds, and 
perpetual incapacity of being a ſurveyor with 
ſalary. 


C 


SURVEYOR muſt keep exact accounts 
during the whole time of his continuing in 


office, and a month at leaſt before the end of 
the 


E 


the year he ſhould have collected every com- 
poſition, penalty, and aſſeſſment, raiſed by 
authority of this act, each of theſe, and every 
other ſum of money received or paid by him 
as ſurveyor, ſpecifying for what, and to 
whom, muſt be exactly and fairly entered in 
a book provided for that purpoſe, and if, by 
unavoidable accident, any of theſe ſhould be 
uncolleCted, they ſhould be all carefully en- 
tered, and from whom they are due, that 
his ſucceſſor may collect and receive them 
but this may, and ought to be prevented, 
by always applying in time to a magiſtrate 
to enforce and quicken the payment of com- 
poſitions, penalties, and aſſeſſments, ſoon af- 
ter they become due: nor ſhould he flatter 
himſelf with the hopes of continuing in of- 
fice to collect theſe arrears himſelf, but ra- 
ther fear the penalty of five pounds for not 
accounting, than expect the juſtices will ap. 
point him the next year, when he has not 
done his duty the year preceding. 


In his book of accounts ſurveyor ſhould 


ſet down an exact liſt of all tools and imple- 
ments provided at the expeuce of the pariſh, 
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and this book he is to produce to a pariſh 
veſtry or meeting held for that purpoſe fif- 
teen days before the October ſpecial ſeſſion, 
which being peruſed by the inhabitants there 
aſſembled, he ſhall, at a time agreed on, pro- 
duce the ſame to ſome juſtice of the limit, 
and verify all the faid accounts upon oath, if 
required ; after which he ſhall forthwith de- 
liver a duplicate of the ſaid book, with the 
tools and implements, and depofit them with 
the churchwarden or overſeer, or, if extrapa- 
rochial, with a principal inhabitant for the 
uſe of the pariſh, and deliver the other book 
to the ſucceeding overſeer, who is authorized 
and required to colle& all arrears: and if 
ſurveyor, going out of office, ſhall omit to 
deliver ſuch books and tools, he ſhall forfeit 
from five pounds to two pounds; and if he 
| ſhall neglect to deliver over the balance of 
his account, he ſhall pay double the ſum ad- 
Judged to be in his hands; and, in cafe of 
death, his executors ſhall be equally liable. 
XV. Surveyor 1s required to make and 
ſuſtain cart-ways immediately leading to a 
market town twenty feet wide, and horſe 
cauſe- 


1 
cauſe- ways eight feet wide at the leaſt, if the 
ipace between the fences permit. 

Surveyor ſhould, ſo far as by law he may, 
prevent that pernicious practice of cutting up 
commons and downs by making numberlefs 
cart and waggon tracts, which defaces the 
country, ſpoils the herbage, injures the far- 
mer, and renders the traveller more liable to 
accidents, Perhaps the beſt method of ob- 
viating theſe evils, will be to make one con- 
tinued road better than any to be found by 
deviation; the miſchief will then be ſo wan=- 
ton, as to warrant all proper means of defence 
to prevent it. 

XXXIII. Surveyor is to report, upon oath, 
to two juſtices, highways, bridges, or pave- 
ments, repairable by particular perſons, or 
bodies corporate, and to obey the order there- 
upon. 

XXX. Surveyor muſt obey order of juſ- 
tices, in firſt repairing ſuch roads as they 
ſhall direct. 

XXXI. Surveyor muſt execute juſtices or- 
ders, to erect guide poſt, and graduated poſts 
in waters, and pay for them out of money in his 
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hands, omitting which for three months 
will make him liable to a penalty of twenty 
ſhillings. 

XLIII. Surveyor is to obſerve appoint- 
ment of inhabitants, concerning the three 
months in the year in which no ſtatute-du- 
ties are to be done. 

XLIV. Surveyor is to pay to turnpike 
treaſurer ſuch proportion of the compoſition 
money as he ſhall have received; and, if he 
neglects twenty days after receipt and de- 
mand, it may be levied upon his goods and 
chattels. 

LI. Surveyor ſhould inform a juſtice of 
miſchievous perſons who deface mile- ſtones, 
guide, or graduated, poſts, or damage the 
parapets of bridges, remove or injure the 
fences of foot-paths or cauſe-ways, or drive 
carriages thereon, or do any other kind of 
miſchief to the highways in his diſtrict, 

LIV. and LVIII. Surveyor ſhould alſo in- 
form a magiſtrate of perſons where carriages 
are drawn by more horſes than the law per- 
mits, or who have not their names painted 


On 
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on their carriages, or who mifbehave and ride 
upon the ſame, 

EXXI. Surveyor to receive penalties levied 
for oppoling this act. 

Surveyor conſtantly and ſpecifically to obey 
every order he may receive from a juſtice of 
peace, 

XLIX. Surveyor is liable to a general pe- 
nalty, from five pounds to ten ſhillings, for 
every neglect of duty. 

Surveyor now ſees an end of the directions 
given him by the highway act: they are ſe- 
lected from all other clauſes, and diſpoſed un- 
der the general heads of nuiſances, compoſition, 

ftatute-duty, aſſeſſments, materials, and accounts, 
for his eaſe and guidance: with this help, and 
his own attention and application, it is not 
doubted but he will be able to execute the 
office to his own credit, and the advantage of 
the pariſh. 

Not to add ineffeQtually to the unavoidable 
length of theſe directions, let it only be ob- 
ſerved, that good roads and commodious 
bridges render intercourſe more eaſy, diſtant 
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markets more acceſſible, require leſs ſtrength 
for draught, diminiſh the expence attending 
tackle and carriages, and finally encourage 
agriculture, and promote population. 

Theſe are objects important enough to at- 
tract the attention of the public in every ſi- 
tuation and circumſtance; and therefore it is 
hoped that the ſurveyors of the highways 
will, with active diligence, exert themſelves 
to attain pur;ofes ſo much to their own per- 
ſonal credit, ſo peculiarly advantageous to 


their pariſh, and ſo manifeſtly beneficial to 


their country in general, 
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Shewing the daily Duty, Compoſition, and 
Penalty, by this Act, from Occupiers of 
Five Hundred Pounds per annum, down 
to Fifty Pounds. 


1 Teams and Labourers. | Compoſition. | Penalty. 

Annum. ] 

r 4+ „ Sif> $ 
500 | 10 . ̃ 0-90 
450 9 CCC 

8 400 8 TTT 
ee [11 Gf 316-9 
8.4300 | 6 T 
81250 5 T3 SS 100-0 
© |200 | 4 FSW 
150 3 . 
100 2 n 0 2 
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The compoition for a team is ſuppoſed to 
be fixed at 48. 6d. per day. 
It was thought needleſs to carry the table 


lower, as the duty from 50 l. up to 100l. 
and down to 11. is required in money, at the 


rate of one penny for every 11. annual rent. 


G 4 Example. 


„ 
Example. 


What is required from an occupier of 1761. 
per annum? 


Anſwer. 

The duty, or compoſition, for 1501. is 
ſeen in the table above; and for the remain- 
ing 261. it is Juſt ſo many pence. 

There is no notice taken in the Table of 
a leſs difference in rent than 501. as the in- 
termediate values, between 501. and 1001. 
downward to 11. are required in money. 
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By the KING. 


A PROCLAMATION, 


For the Encouragement of PiteTY and ViR+ 
TUE ; and for preventing and puniſhing of 
Vice, PROFANENESS, and IMMORALITYs 


GEORGE R. -. 


WHEREAS we cannot but obſerve, with j 
inexpreſſible concern, the rapid progreſs of Y 
impiety and licentiouſneſs, and that deluge of 
profaneneſs, immorality, and every kind of 
vice, which, to the ſcandal of our holy reli- 
gion, and to the evil example of our loving 
ſubjects, hath broken in upon this nation: 
we therefore, eſteeming it our indiſpenſable 
duty to exert the authority committed to us 
for the ſuppreſſion of theſe fpreading evils, 
tearing leſt that they ſhould provoke God's 
wrath and indignation agzinſt us, and hum- 
bly acknowledging that we cannot expect the 
bleſſing and goodneſs of Almighty God (by 

whom 
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whom Kings reign, and on which we en- 
tirely rely) to make our reign happy and 
proſperous to ourſelf and our people, without 
a religious obſervance of God's holy laws ; 
to the intent that religion, piety, and good 
manners, may (according to our moſt hearty 
defre) flouriſh and increaſe under our admi- 
niſtration and government, have thought fit, 
by the advice of our privy council, to iſſue 
this our royal proclamation, and do hereby 
declare our royal purpoſe and reſolution to 
diſcountenahce and punith all manner of vice, 
profaneneſs, and immorality, in all perſons 
of whatſoever degree or quality, within this 
our realm, and particularly in ſuch as are 
employed near our royal perſon; and that, 
for the encouragement of religion and mora- 


lity, we will, upon all occaſions, diſtinguiſh 


perſons of piety and virtue, by marks of our 
royal favour: and we do expect and require, 
that all perſons. of honour, or in place of 
authority, will give good example by their 
own piety and virtue, and to their utmoſt 
contribute to the diſcountenancing perſons of 


diſſolute and debauched lives, that they, 


being 
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being reduced by that means to ſhame and 
contempt for their looſe and evil actions and 
behaviour, may be thereby alſo enforced the 
ſooner to reform their ill habits and practices, 
and that the viſible diſpleaſure of good men 
towards them may (as far as it is poſlible) 
ſupply what the laws (probably) cannot al- 
together prevent: and we do hereby ſtrictly 
enjoin and prohibit all our loving ſubjects, 
of what degree or quality ſoever, from play- 


ing, on the Lord's day, at dice, cards, or 
any other game whatſoever, either in public 
or private houſes, or other place or places 


whatſoever: and we do hereby require and 
command them, and every of them, decently 
and reverently to attend the worſhip of God 
on the Lord's day, on pain of our higheſt 
diſpleaſure, and of being proceeded againſt 
with the utmoſt rigour that may be by law. 
And, for the more effectual reforming all ſuch 
perſons, who, by reaſon of their diſſolute 
lives and converſation, are a ſcandal to our 
kingdom, our further pleaſure is, and we do 
hereby ſtrictly charge and command all our 
Judges, mayors, ſheriffs, juſtices of the 

peace, 
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peace, and all other our officers and miniſ- 
ters, both ecclefiaſtical and civil, and all 
other our ſubjects, to be very vigilant and 
ſtrict in the diſcovery, and the effectual pro- 
ſecution and puniſhment of all perſons who 
ſhall be guilty of exceſſive drinking, blaſphe- 
my, profane ſwearing and curſing, lewdneſs, 
profanation of the Lord's day, or other diſ- 
ſolute, immoral, or diſorderly practiees; and 
that they take care alſo effectually to ſuppreſs 
all publick gaming houſes, and other looſe 
and diſorderly houſes, and all unlicenſed pub- 
lic ſhews, interludes, and places of entertain- 
ment, uſing the utmoſt caution in licenſing 
the ſame: alſo to ſuppreſs all looſe and licen- 
tious prints, books, and publications, diſ- 
perſing poiſon to the minds of the young and 
unwary, and to puniſh the publiſhers and 
venders thereof; and to put in execution the 
ſtatute made in the twenty- ninth year of the 
reign of the late King Charles the Second, 
intitled, ** An Act for the better Obſervation 
« of the Lord's Day, commonly called 
& Sunday ;** and alſo an act of parhament 
made in the ninth year of the reign of the 
late 
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late King William the Third, intitled, « Ag 
Act for the more effectual ſuppreſſing of 
% Blaſphemy and Profaneneſs ;” and alſo an 
act paſſed in the twenty-firſt year of our reign, 
intitled, An Act for preventing certain 
« Abuſes and Profanations oh the Lord's Day, 
% called Sunday ;” and all other laws now in 
force for the puniſhing and ſuppreſſing any 
of the vices aforeſaid ; and alſo to ſuppreſs 
and prevent all gaming whatſoever, in pub- 
lick or private houſes, onthe Lord's day ; and 
likewiſe that they take effectual care to pte- 
vent all perſons keeping taverns, chocolate 
houſes, coffee houſes, or other publick houſes 
whatſoever, from ſelling wine, chocolate, 
coffee, ale, beer, or other liquors, or receiv- 
ing or permitting gueſts to be or remain in 
ſuch their houſes in the time of divine ſer- 
vice on the Lord's day, as they will anſwer 
it to Almighty God, and upon pain of our 
higheſt diſpleaſure. And, for the more ef- 
feQtual proceeding herein, we do hereby di- 
rect and command all our judges of aſſize, 
and juſtices of the peace, to give ſtrict charge 
at their reſpective aſſizes and ſeſſions, for the 

I due 
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due proſecution and puniſhment of all per- 
ſons that ſhall preſume to offend in any of 
the crimes aforeſaid ; and alſo of all perſons 
that, contrary to their duty, ſhall be remiſs 
or negligent in putting the ſaid laws in exe- 
cution ; and that they do, at their reſpective 
aſſizes and quarter ſeſſions of the peace, cauſe 
this our royal proclamation to be publickly 
read in open court immediately before the 
charge is given. And we do hereby further 
charge and command every miniſter in his 
reſpective pariſh church or chapel to read, or 
cauſe to be read, this our proclamation at 
leaſt four times in every year, immediately 
after divine ſervice, and to incite and ſtir up 
their reſpective auditors to the practice of pi- 
ety and virtue, and the avoiding all immora- 
lity and profaneneſs. And, to the end that 
all vice and debauchery may be prevented, 
and religion and virtue practiſed by all offi- 
cers, private ſoldiers, mariners, and others 
who are employed in our ſervice by ſea and 
land, we do hereby ſtrictly charge and com- 
mand all our commanders and officers what- 
ſoeyer, that they do take care to avoid all 


pro- 


1 


profaneneſs, debauchery, and other immora- 
lities, and that by their own good and virtu- 
ous lives and converſation they do ſet good 
examples to ſuch as are under their care and 
authority; and likewiſe take care of and in- 
ſpect the behaviour of all ſuch as are under 
them, and puniſh all thoſe who ſhall be 
guilty of any of the offences aforeſaid, as 
they will be anſwgrable for the ill conſe- 
quences of their negleQ herein. 


Given at our court at St. James's, the firſt 


day of June, one thoutand ſeven hundred 


and eighty-leven, in the twenty-ſeventh year 
of our reign. 


God fave the King. 
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V 


FROM 


nnn 
TO THE 


HIGH SHERIFFS or ENGLAND. 


SIR, Whitehall, Fune 23, 1787. 


IN conſequence of the depredations which 
have been committed in every part of tlie N 
kingdom, and which have of late been car- 
ried to ſuch an extent as to be even a diſgrace 
to a civilized nation, his majeſty has thought i 
it expedient again to iſſue his royal procla- 
mation, directing the ſtrict execution of the 
laws which have been made, and are till 
in force, againſt the profanation of the Lord's 
day, drunkenneſs, {wearing and curſing, and 
pther diſorderly practices. 5 
H 3 I tranſ- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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I tranſmit you herewith fix copies of the 
faid proclamation, and I am commanded to 
ſignify to you his Majeſty's pleaſure, that 
you do take the moſt early opportunities of 
convening the magiſtrates within your county, 
and enjoining them, in the ſtrongeſt terms, 
to purſue the.moſt effectual methods for put- 
ting the laws into execution, and for en- 
couraging all officers and perſons to exert 
their utmoſt diligence in their ſeveral ſta- 
tions, for the prevention of ſuch dangerous 
offences, 

The inattention which ſeems of late to 
have been ſhewn in the granting licences to 
public houſes, and other places of entertain- 
ment, without paying the leaſt regard to 
their ſituation, or even the characters of the 
perſons who undertake their management, 
is, amongſt others, a matter which requires 
an immediate conſideration, not only for 
remedying the evil upon future occaſions, 
but for diminiſhing the number of thoſe 
public houſes which do not evidently appear 
to be calculated for public utility and conve- 
nience. 


I am 
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I am perſuaded that I need not call upon 
you for your active aſſiſtance in a purſuit of 
meaſures ſo evidently calculated for the pub- 
lic good, as you may be convinced that the 
exertions of all perſons in authority are now 
become abſolutely and indiſpenſably neceſ- 
ſary, even for the preſervation of the lives 
and properties of his Majeſty's ſubjects. 


I am, Sir, 
Your moſt obedient, 


Humble ſervant, 


SYDNEY. 
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RESOLUTIONS 


OF THE 
QUARTER SESSIONS 
FOR THE 


COUNTY OF SURREY. 


SURREY. Ata general quarter ſeſſion 
of the peace of our Sovereign Lord the 
King, holden at Guildford, in and for 
the county of Surrey, on Tueſday in 
the week next after the Feaſt of the 
Tranſlation of Saint Thomas the Mar- 
tyr, to wit, the tenth day of July, in 
the twenty-ſeventh year of the reign of 
our Sovereign Lord George the Third, 
now King of Great Britain, &c. 

Before the Right Honourable Fletcher 
Lord Grantley, the Right Honourable 
George Lord Onſlow, the Right Ho- 
nourable Peter Lord King, the Honour- 
able Henry Hobart, the Honourable 

5 Wil- 


\ 
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William Norton, Sir Joſeph Mawbey, 
Sir Francis Geary, Baronets; the Re- 
verend James Weller, Doctor in Divi- 
nity; James Bulcock, Anthony Dickins, 
William Man Godſchall, John Martyr, 
William Northey, George Onſlow, Fo- 
ſeph Shaw, James Sayer, Thomas Sut- 
ton, Richard Carpenter Smith, Philip 
Carteret Webb, Eſquires and the Re- 
verend James Fielding, and Joſeph 
Whately, Clerks ; juſtices of our faid 
Lord the King, aſſigned to keep the peace 
in the county aforeſaid, and alſo to hear 
and determine divers felonies, treſpaſſes, 
and other miſdeeds, committed in the 
ſaid county. . 


T HIS court, having taken into their 


molt ſerious conſideration his Majeſty's Pro- 
clamation for the encouragement of piety 
and virtue, and for preventing and puniſhing 
vice, profaneneſs, and immorality, and hav- 
ing read the letter of the Right Honourable 
the Lord Sydney, his Majeſty's Secretary of 
State for the home departmept, to the Right 


Honour» 


( tog ) 
Honourable the Lord Onſlow, Cuſtos Rotu 


lorum of the county of Surrey, recommend- 

ing and enforcing the ſame; hath come una- 

nimouſly to the following Reſolutions and Or- 

ders, which they truſt will effectuate, or in 

ſome degree promote, his Majeſty's moſt wiſe 

and gracious intention, | 
Reſolved, 

That it be recommended to the juſtices 
in the ſaid county, to continue conſtantly 
to attend their ſeveral petty ſeſſions, and even 
to hold them more frequently if neceſſary, 
that they do call together their ſeveral offi-, 
cers, diſtribute to them printed inftruQtions 
for their conduct, and exhort them to a dis 
ligent diſcharge of their reſpective dutics. 

Reſolved, 

That it be recommended to all magiſtrates 
within the ſaid county, to prevent, ſurprefſs, 
or exemplary puniſh, all keepers of E O te- 
bles and all other unlawful games, puni h- 
ing, ſo far as may be done by law, not only 
the immediate owners and keepers of ſuch, 
but alſo the perſons into whoſe houſes they 


I ars 
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are admitted, and the ſeveral perſons fre- 


quenting the ſame. 


Reſolved, 

That the laws, jcubuty the ſeveral 
acts of parliament, paſſed for the better ob- 
ſerving the Lord's day, commonly called Suns» 
day, be ſtrictly put in execution; and that 
the conſtables and churchwardens do preſent 
to the next juſtices, the names of all perſons 
found offending againſt the ſame, particularly 
in ale-houſes, with the name of the keeper 
of the houſe ; and that they preſent to the 
next petty ſeſſions, the names of all. drivers 
and owners of {tage coaches, diligences, carts, 
and waggons, travelling on Sundays; and 
alſo the names of all horſe-courſers, and 
drovers, exerciſing their calling, on that day. 

Ordered, 

That peace and pariſh officers do give im- 
mediate notice to the benches in their diſtricts, 
of all perſons guilty of drunkenneſs, ſwear- 
ing, curſing, blaſphemy, gaming, and all 
other diſſolute and diſorderly practices, and 
of all perſons keeping diſorderly houſes, re- 
tailing, unlawfully, ſpirituous liquors, with 
the 
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the names of perſons frequenting ſuc 
houſes. | 
Ordered, | 

That conſtables and all peace officers do 
give notice to the next magiſtrate of any il- 
legal fairs, held, or intended to be held, 
within their conſtablewick, in any village 
or town in the ſaid county; and that they 
immediately and punctually obey the orders 
they ſhall receive for preventing aud ſuppreſ- 
ſing the ſams ; and that they diligently en- 
deavour to prevent or diſperſe all numerous 
meetings of perſons aſſembled at boxing 
matches, or any diſorderly aſſemblies tending 
to a breach of the peace. 

Reſolved, | 

That we will continue to do our utmoſt 
to ſuppreſs all houſes of evil fame and exam- 
ple, and unlicenſed houſes of diſſipation and 
amuſement, 

Reſolved, 

That we will, in general, moſt favourably 
countenance every inſtance of virtuous in- 


duſtry and regularity, and by all proper and 
legal 


„ 
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gal methods — and puniſh idlegels 
And vice. 
Reſolved, 
Me That we will give every commendation 
and encouragement to officets that ſhall be 
active and diligent in obſerving and executing 
the inſtructions and orders, they have already 
received from this court; and that we will 
 exemplatily puniſh the negligent and diſobe- 
dient. | „ 
Reſobved, \ | 
That theſe reſolutions be ſtuck up iti the 
Aeveral towns and villages i in this Wen 
Ordered, | 
That the clerk -of the peace do ſend, as 
ſoon as convenient, a printed copy of the 
above reſolutions to every acting magiſtrate 
in and for * ee 


0 the Court, 
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